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Service of Prayer & Preaching

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture

Jeremiah 23:1-20

"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!”
declares the LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the
shepherds who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven
them away, and you have not attended to them. Behold, | will attend to you for
your evil deeds, declares the LORD. Then | will gather the remnant of my flock out
of all the countries where | have driven them, and | will bring them back to their
fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. | will set shepherds over them who




will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any
be missing, declares the LORD.

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will raise up for David
a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel
will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is
our righteousness.’

"Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when they shall no
longer say, ‘As the LORD lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land
of Egypt,’ but ‘As the LORD lives who brought up and led the offspring of the
house of Israel out of the north country and out of all the countries where he had
driven them.’ Then they shall dwell in their own land.”

Concerning the prophets:

My heart is broken within me;
all my bones shake;
| am like a drunken man,
like a man overcome by wine,
because of the LORD
and because of his holy words.
For the land is full of adulterers;
because of the curse the land mourns,
and the pastures of the wilderness are dried up.
Their course is evil,
and their might is not right.
“Both prophet and priest are ungodly;
even in my house | have found their evil,
declares the LORD.
Therefore their way shall be to them
like slippery paths in the darkness,
into which they shall be driven and fall,
for I will bring disaster upon them
in the year of their punishment,
declares the LORD.
In the prophets of Samaria
| saw an unsavory thing:
they prophesied by Baal




and led my people Israel astray.
But in the prophets of Jerusalem

| have seen a horrible thing:
they commit adultery and walk in lies;

they strengthen the hands of evildoers,

so that no one turns from his evil;
all of them have become like Sodom to me,

and its inhabitants like Gomorrah.”
Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets:
"Behold, | will feed them with bitter food

and give them poisoned water to drink,
for from the prophets of Jerusalem

ungodliness has gone out into all the land.”

Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who
prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own
minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. They say continually to those who
despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone
who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon

m

you.
For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD

to see and to hear his word,
or who has paid attention to his word and listened?
Behold, the storm of the LORD!
Wrath has gone forth,
a whirling tempest;
it will burst upon the head of the wicked.
The anger of the LORD will not turn back
until he has executed and accomplished
the intents of his heart.
In the latter days you will understand it clearly.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Matthew 25:14-30

“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and
entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had
received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five
talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he
who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's
money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled
accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here,
| have made five talents more.’ His master said to him, "Well done, good
and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; | will set you over much.
Enter into the joy of your master.” And he also who had the two talents came
forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, | have made two
talents more.’ His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You
have been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your
master.’ He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, |
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where
you scattered no seed, so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ But his master answered him, 'You wicked
and slothful servant! You knew that | reap where | have not sown and gather
where | scattered no seed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was my own with
interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten
talents. For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an
abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken
away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




The Creed

P) What is the first article?
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

(P What does this mean?

| believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me
my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my
senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes,
food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all
I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that | need to support this
body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and protects
me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness
and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my
duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.

This is most certainly true.

Catechetical Instruction

Prayer

(P] In Peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

(P] For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

P} For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

(P) For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

[P} For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:
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Lord have mercy.

[P} For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those
suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P} Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and




pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and

ever. Amen.

(P) In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution




Post-Communion Collect

P

Let us pray.

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

(P

P

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen.
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