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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Readings from Holy Scripture 

 
1 Samuel 12:1-25 
 And Samuel said to all Israel, “Behold, I have obeyed your voice in all that you 
have said to me and have made a king over you. And now, behold, the king walks 
before you, and I am old and gray; and behold, my sons are with you. I have 
walked before you from my youth until this day. Here I am; testify against me 
before the LORD and before his anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Or whose 
donkey have I taken? Or whom have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? Or 
from whose hand have I taken a bribe to blind my eyes with it? Testify against 
me and I will restore it to you.” They said, “You have not defrauded us or 



oppressed us or taken anything from any man's hand.” And he said to them, 
“The LORD is witness against you, and his anointed is witness this day, that you 
have not found anything in my hand.” And they said, “He is witness.” 
 And Samuel said to the people, “The LORD is witness, who appointed Moses 
and Aaron and brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. Now therefore 
stand still that I may plead with you before the LORD concerning all the righteous 
deeds of the LORD that he performed for you and for your fathers. When Jacob 
went into Egypt, and the Egyptians oppressed them, then your fathers cried out 
to the LORD and the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your fathers out of 
Egypt and made them dwell in this place. But they forgot the LORD their God. And 
he sold them into the hand of Sisera, commander of the army of Hazor, and into 
the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king of Moab. And they 
fought against them. And they cried out to the LORD and said, ‘We have sinned, 
because we have forsaken the LORD and have served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. 
But now deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, that we may serve you.’ And 
the LORD sent Jerubbaal and Barak and Jephthah and Samuel and delivered you 
out of the hand of your enemies on every side, and you lived in safety. And when 
you saw that Nahash the king of the Ammonites came against you, you said to 
me, ‘No, but a king shall reign over us,’ when the LORD your God was your 
king. And now behold the king whom you have chosen, for whom you have 
asked; behold, the LORD has set a king over you. If you will fear the LORD and 
serve him and obey his voice and not rebel against the commandment of 
the LORD, and if both you and the king who reigns over you will follow 
the LORD your God, it will be well. But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD, 
but rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then the hand of the LORD will 
be against you and your king. Now therefore stand still and see this great thing 
that the LORD will do before your eyes. Is it not wheat harvest today? I will call 
upon the LORD, that he may send thunder and rain. And you shall know and see 
that your wickedness is great, which you have done in the sight of the LORD, in 
asking for yourselves a king.” So Samuel called upon the LORD, and the LORD sent 
thunder and rain that day, and all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel. 
 And all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the LORD your 
God, that we may not die, for we have added to all our sins this evil, to ask for 
ourselves a king.” And Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid; you have 
done all this evil. Yet do not turn aside from following the LORD, but serve 
the LORD with all your heart. And do not turn aside after empty things that cannot 



profit or deliver, for they are empty. For the LORD will not forsake his people, for 
his great name's sake, because it has pleased the LORD to make you a people for 
himself. Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against 
the LORD by ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you in the good and the 
right way. Only fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For 
consider what great things he has done for you. But if you still do wickedly, you 
shall be swept away, both you and your king.” 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Acts 22:30—23:11 
 But on the next day, desiring to know the real reason why he was being 
accused by the Jews, he unbound him and commanded the chief priests and all 
the council to meet, and he brought Paul down and set him before them. 
 And looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers, I have lived my life 
before God in all good conscience up to this day.” And the high priest Ananias 
commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth. Then Paul said 
to him, “God is going to strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are you sitting to 
judge me according to the law, and yet contrary to the law you order me to be 
struck?” Those who stood by said, “Would you revile God's high priest?” And Paul 
said, “I did not know, brothers, that he was the high priest, for it is written, ‘You 
shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.’” 
 Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other 
Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of 
Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am 
on trial.” And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. For the Sadducees say that 
there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge 
them all. Then a great clamor arose, and some of the scribes of the Pharisees' 
party stood up and contended sharply, “We find nothing wrong in this man. 
What if a spirit or an angel spoke to him?” And when the dissension became 
violent, the tribune, afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, 
commanded the soldiers to go down and take him away from among them by 
force and bring him into the barracks. 



 The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you 
have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in 
Rome.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Sacrament of the Altar 

 

P Who receives this Sacrament worthily? 
C Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But 

that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these 
words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 

But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is 
unworthy and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to 
believe. 

 

Catechetical Instruction 

 

Prayer  
P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 
mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 



P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 
of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 



us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
       hallowed be Thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, 
       Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
       give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
      For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Distribution 

 



Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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