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Service of Prayer & Preaching 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

1 Samuel 25:23-44 

 When Abigail saw David, she hurried and got down from the donkey and fell 

before David on her face and bowed to the ground. She fell at his feet and 

said, “On me alone, my lord, be the guilt. Please let your servant speak in your 

ears, and hear the words of your servant. Let not my lord regard this worthless 

fellow, Nabal, for as his name is, so is he. Nabal is his name, and folly is with him. 

But I your servant did not see the young men of my lord, whom you sent. Now 

then, my lord, as the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, because the LORD has 



 

restrained you from bloodguilt and from saving with your own hand, now 

then let your enemies and those who seek to do evil to my lord be as Nabal. And 

now let this present that your servant has brought to my lord be given to the 

young men who follow my lord. Please forgive the trespass of your servant. For 

the LORD will certainly make my lord a sure house, because my lord is fighting the 

battles of the LORD, and evil shall not be found in you so long as you live. If men 

rise up to pursue you and to seek your life, the life of my lord shall be bound in 

the bundle of the living in the care of the LORD your God. And the lives of your 

enemies he shall sling out as from the hollow of a sling. And when the LORD has 

done to my lord according to all the good that he has spoken concerning you 

and has appointed you prince over Israel, my lord shall have no cause of grief or 

pangs of conscience for having shed blood without cause or for my lord working 

salvation himself. And when the LORD has dealt well with my lord, then remember 

your servant.” 

 And David said to Abigail, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who sent 

you this day to meet me! Blessed be your discretion, and blessed be you, who 

have kept me this day from bloodguilt and from working salvation with my own 

hand! For as surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, who has restrained me 

from hurting you, unless you had hurried and come to meet me, truly by morning 

there had not been left to Nabal so much as one male.” Then David received from 

her hand what she had brought him. And he said to her, “Go up in peace to your 

house. See, I have obeyed your voice, and I have granted your petition.” 

 And Abigail came to Nabal, and behold, he was holding a feast in his house, 

like the feast of a king. And Nabal's heart was merry within him, for he was very 

drunk. So she told him nothing at all until the morning light. In the morning, 

when the wine had gone out of Nabal, his wife told him these things, and his 

heart died within him, and he became as a stone. And about ten days 

later the LORD struck Nabal, and he died. 

 When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Blessed be the LORD who 

has avenged the insult I received at the hand of Nabal, and has kept back his 

servant from wrongdoing. The LORD has returned the evil of Nabal on his own 

head.” Then David sent and spoke to Abigail, to take her as his wife. When the 

servants of David came to Abigail at Carmel, they said to her, “David has sent us 

to you to take you to him as his wife.” And she rose and bowed with her face to 

the ground and said, “Behold, your handmaid is a servant to wash the feet of the 

servants of my lord.” And Abigail hurried and rose and mounted a donkey, and 



 

her five young women attended her. She followed the messengers of David and 

became his wife. 

 David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel, and both of them became his wives. Saul 

had given Michal his daughter, David's wife, to Palti the son of Laish, who was of 

Gallim. 

  

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

1 Corinthians 4:1-21 

 This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 

mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found 

faithful. But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by 

any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. For I am not aware of 

anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges 

me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord 

comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose 

the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from 

God. 

 I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, 

brothers, that you may learn by us not to go beyond what is written, that none of 

you may be puffed up in favor of one against another. For who sees anything 

different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received 

it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it? 

 Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Without us you 

have become kings! And would that you did reign, so that we might share the 

rule with you! For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men 

sentenced to death, because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels, 

and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are 

weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. To the 

present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted 

and homeless, and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we 

bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we entreat. We have 

become, and are still, like the scum of the world, the refuse of all things. 



 

 I do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my 

beloved children. For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not 

have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. I 

urge you, then, be imitators of me. That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved 

and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them 

everywhere in every church. Some are arrogant, as though I were not coming to 

you. But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I will find out not the talk of 

these arrogant people but their power. For the kingdom of God does not consist 

in talk but in power. What do you wish? Shall I come to you with a rod, or with 

love in a spirit of gentleness? 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

The Ten Commandments 

P What is the second commandment. 

C You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

 
P What does this mean? 

C We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic 

arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, 

praise, and give thanks. 

 

Catechetical Instruction 

 

Prayer  

P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 



 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 

the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 

pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

       hallowed be Thy name, 

       Thy kingdom come, 

       Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

       give us this day our daily bread; 

       and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation, 

       but deliver us from evil. 

      For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 



 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


