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Service of Prayer & Preaching

P} In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P} | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities

with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture

Nehemiah 5:1-16; 6:1-9, 15-16

Now there arose a great outcry of the people and of their wives against their
Jewish brothers. For there were those who said, “With our sons and our
daughters, we are many. So let us get grain, that we may eat and keep
alive.” There were also those who said, “We are mortgaging our fields, our
vineyards, and our houses to get grain because of the famine.” And there were
those who said, “We have borrowed money for the king's tax on our fields and
our vineyards. Now our flesh is as the flesh of our brothers, our children are as
their children. Yet we are forcing our sons and our daughters to be slaves, and




some of our daughters have already been enslaved, but it is not in our power to
help it, for other men have our fields and our vineyards.”

| was very angry when | heard their outcry and these words. | took counsel
with myself, and | brought charges against the nobles and the officials. | said to
them, “You are exacting interest, each from his brother.” And | held a great
assembly against them and said to them, “We, as far as we are able, have bought
back our Jewish brothers who have been sold to the nations, but you even sell
your brothers that they may be sold to us!” They were silent and could not find a
word to say. So | said, “The thing that you are doing is not good. Ought you not
to walk in the fear of our God to prevent the taunts of the nations our
enemies? Moreover, | and my brothers and my servants are lending them money
and grain. Let us abandon this exacting of interest. Return to them this very day
their fields, their vineyards, their olive orchards, and their houses, and the
percentage of money, grain, wine, and oil that you have been exacting from
them.” Then they said, "We will restore these and require nothing from them. We
will do as you say.” And | called the priests and made them swear to do as they
had promised. | also shook out the fold of my garment and said, "So may God
shake out every man from his house and from his labor who does not keep this
promise. So may he be shaken out and emptied.” And all the assembly said
“Amen” and praised the LORD. And the people did as they had promised.

Moreover, from the time that | was appointed to be their governor in the land
of Judah, from the twentieth year to the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes the king,
twelve years, neither | nor my brothers ate the food allowance of the
governor. The former governors who were before me laid heavy burdens on the
people and took from them for their daily ration forty shekels of silver. Even their
servants lorded it over the people. But | did not do so, because of the fear of
God. | also persevered in the work on this wall, and we acquired no land, and all
my servants were gathered there for the work.

Now when Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem the Arab and the rest of our
enemies heard that | had built the wall and that there was no breach left in it
(although up to that time | had not set up the doors in the gates), Sanballat and
Geshem sent to me, saying, “Come and let us meet together at Hakkephirim in
the plain of Ono.” But they intended to do me harm. And | sent messengers to
them, saying, "I am doing a great work and | cannot come down. Why should the
work stop while | leave it and come down to you?” And they sent to me four
times in this way, and | answered them in the same manner. In the same way




Sanballat for the fifth time sent his servant to me with an open letter in his

hand. In it was written, "It is reported among the nations, and Geshem also says
it, that you and the Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building the wall.
And according to these reports you wish to become their king. And you have also
set up prophets to proclaim concerning you in Jerusalem, ‘There is a king in
Judah.” And now the king will hear of these reports. So now come and let us take
counsel together.” Then | sent to him, saying, “No such things as you say have
been done, for you are inventing them out of your own mind.” For they all
wanted to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will drop from the work, and it will
not be done.” But now, O God, strengthen my hands.

So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two
days. And when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were afraid
and fell greatly in their own esteem, for they perceived that this work had been
accomplished with the help of our God

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1 Timothy 4:1-16

Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith
by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, through the
insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and require
abstinence from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by
those who believe and know the truth. For everything created by God is good,
and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, for it is made
holy by the word of God and prayer.

If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a good servant of
Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of the faith and of the good doctrine that
you have followed. Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train
yourself for godliness; for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of
value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to
come. The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance. For to this end
we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the
Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.

Command and teach these things. Let no one despise you for your youth, but
set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until




| come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to
teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy
when the council of elders laid their hands on you. Practice these things, immerse
yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. Keep a close watch on
yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both
yourself and your hearers.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Ten Commandments

P) What is the ninth commandment?
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

(P) What does this mean?

We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our
neighbor's inheritance or house, or get it in a way which only appears
right, but help and be of service to him in keeping it.

Catechetical Instruction

Prayer

(P] In Peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

(P) For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

[P} For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.




(P

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P} For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P} Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve




us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

(P) In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution




Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction
P Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen.
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