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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
 
Deuteronomy 28:1-22 
 “And if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do 
all his commandments that I command you today, the LORD your God will set 
you high above all the nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come 
upon you and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD your God. Blessed 
shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. Blessed shall be the 
fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the 
increase of your herds and the young of your flock. Blessed shall be your basket 



and your kneading bowl. Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall 
you be when you go out. 
 “The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before 
you. They shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven 
ways. The LORD will command the blessing on you in your barns and in all that you 
undertake. And he will bless you in the land that the LORD your God is giving 
you. The LORD will establish you as a people holy to himself, as he has sworn to 
you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in his 
ways. And all the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of 
the LORD, and they shall be afraid of you. And the LORD will make you abound in 
prosperity, in the fruit of your womb and in the fruit of your livestock and in the 
fruit of your ground, within the land that the LORD swore to your fathers to give 
you. The LORD will open to you his good treasury, the heavens, to give the rain to 
your land in its season and to bless all the work of your hands. And you shall lend 
to many nations, but you shall not borrow. And the LORD will make you the head 
and not the tail, and you shall only go up and not down, if you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, being careful 
to do them, and if you do not turn aside from any of the words that I command 
you today, to the right hand or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them. 
 “But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all 
his commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all these 
curses shall come upon you and overtake you. Cursed shall you be in the city, and 
cursed shall you be in the field. Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading 
bowl. Cursed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, the 
increase of your herds and the young of your flock. Cursed shall you be when you 
come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out. 
 “The LORD will send on you curses, confusion, and frustration in all that you 
undertake to do, until you are destroyed and perish quickly on account of the evil 
of your deeds, because you have forsaken me. The LORD will make the pestilence 
stick to you until he has consumed you off the land that you are entering to take 
possession of it. The LORD will strike you with wasting disease and with fever, 
inflammation and fiery heat, and with drought and with blight and with mildew. 
They shall pursue you until you perish. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



Matthew 18:1-20 
 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of 
them and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever 
causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for 
him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the 
depth of the sea. 
 “Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations 
come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! And if your hand or 
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to 
enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the 
eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is 
better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into 
the hell of fire. 
 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in 
heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. What do 
you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does 
he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that 
went astray? And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than 
over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of my Father who 
is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 
 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and 
him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not 
listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him 
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything 
they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three 
are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



The Creed 

P What is the second article? 
C And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

P What does this mean? 
C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 

and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has 
redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me 
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold 
or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent 
suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His 
kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all 
eternity. 

 This is most certainly true. 

Catechetical Instruction 
 
Prayer  

P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C   Lord have mercy. 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 



P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 
of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 
P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 



us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
       hallowed be Thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, 
       Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
       give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
      For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Distribution 

 



Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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