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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
 
Jeremiah 1:1-19 
 The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, one of the priests who were 
in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, to whom the word of the LORD came in the 
days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his 
reign. It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, 
and until the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, until the captivity of Jerusalem in the fifth month. 
 Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 



“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
and before you were born I consecrated you; 
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a 
youth.” But the LORD said to me, 

“Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; 
for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, 
and whatever I command you, you shall speak. 
Do not be afraid of them, 
for I am with you to deliver you, 
declares the LORD.” 

Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to     
me, 

“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 
See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, 
to pluck up and to break down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant.” 

 And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?” 
And I said, “I see an almond branch.” Then the LORD said to me, “You have seen 
well, for I am watching over my word to perform it.” 
 The word of the LORD came to me a second time, saying, “What do you see?” 
And I said, “I see a boiling pot, facing away from the north.” Then the LORD said to 
me, “Out of the north disaster shall be let loose upon all the inhabitants of the 
land. For behold, I am calling all the tribes of the kingdoms of the north, declares 
the LORD, and they shall come, and every one shall set his throne at the entrance 
of the gates of Jerusalem, against all its walls all around and against all the cities 
of Judah. And I will declare my judgments against them, for all their evil in 
forsaking me. They have made offerings to other gods and worshiped the works 
of their own hands. But you, dress yourself for work; arise, and say to them 
everything that I command you. Do not be dismayed by them, lest I dismay you 
before them. And I, behold, I make you this day a fortified city, an iron pillar, 
and bronze walls, against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, its officials, 
its priests, and the people of the land. They will fight against you, but they shall 
not prevail against you, for I am with you, declares the LORD, to deliver you.” 
  



P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Matthew 21:23-46 
 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing 
these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus answered them, “I also will 
ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by 
what authority I do these things. The baptism of John, from where did it 
come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, 
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 
him?’ But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that 
John was a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to 
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things. 
 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, 
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but 
afterward he changed his mind and went. And he went to the other son and said 
the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did the 
will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to 
you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before 
you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe 
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you 
saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him. 
 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a 
vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower 
and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. When the season for fruit 
drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And the tenants 
took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent 
other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. Finally he sent 
his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the 
son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his 
inheritance.’ And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed 
him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death 
and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their 
seasons.” 



 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
“‘The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord's doing, 
    and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people producing its fruits. And the one who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 
 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived 
that he was speaking about them. And although they were seeking to arrest 
him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

The Creed 
The Third Article 

P What is the third article of the creed? 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 

P What does this mean? 
C  I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the 
Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true 
faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 
whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one 
true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins 
and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the 
dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 

 This is most certainly true. 
 

Catechetical Instruction 
 



 
Prayer  

P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C   Lord have mercy. 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 
P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

 

 



Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
       hallowed be Thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, 
       Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
       give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
      For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

 



The Words of Our Lord  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


