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Service of Prayer & Preaching 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
 

1 Kings 12:20 —13:5, 33-34 
 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim and lived there. 
And he went out from there and built Penuel. And Jeroboam said in his heart, 
“Now the kingdom will turn back to the house of David. If this people go up to 
offer sacrifices in the temple of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this 
people will turn again to their lord, to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill 
me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah.” So the king took counsel and made 
two calves of gold. And he said to the people, “You have gone up to Jerusalem 



long enough. Behold your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt.” And he set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. Then this thing 
became a sin, for the people went as far as Dan to be before one. He also 
made temples on high places and appointed priests from among all the people, 
who were not of the Levites. And Jeroboam appointed a feast on the fifteenth 
day of the eighth month like the feast that was in Judah, and he offered sacrifices 
on the altar. So he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he made. And he 
placed in Bethel the priests of the high places that he had made. He went up to 
the altar that he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in the eighth month, in 
the month that he had devised from his own heart. And he instituted a feast for 
the people of Israel and went up to the altar to make offerings. 
 And behold, a man of God came out of Judah by the word of the LORD to 
Bethel. Jeroboam was standing by the altar to make offerings. And the man cried 
against the altar by the word of the LORD and said, “O altar, altar, thus says 
the LORD: ‘Behold, a son shall be born to the house of David, Josiah by name, and 
he shall sacrifice on you the priests of the high places who make offerings on 
you, and human bones shall be burned on you.’” And he gave a sign the same 
day, saying, “This is the sign that the LORD has spoken: ‘Behold, the altar shall be 
torn down, and the ashes that are on it shall be poured out.’” And when the king 
heard the saying of the man of God, which he cried against the altar at Bethel, 
Jeroboam stretched out his hand from the altar, saying, “Seize him.” And his 
hand, which he stretched out against him, dried up, so that he could not draw it 
back to himself. The altar also was torn down, and the ashes poured out from the 
altar, according to the sign that the man of God had given by the word of 
the LORD. 
 After this thing Jeroboam did not turn from his evil way, but made priests for 
the high places again from among all the people. Any who would, he ordained to 
be priests of the high places. And this thing became sin to the house of 
Jeroboam, so as to cut it off and to destroy it from the face of the earth. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



2 Corinthians 8:1-24 
 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given 
among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their 
abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, 
and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the 
favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— and this, not as we expected, but 
they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to 
us. Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete 
among you this act of grace. But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this 
act of grace also. 
 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that 
your love also is genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his 
poverty might become rich. And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits 
you, who a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do 
it. So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be 
matched by your completing it out of what you have. For if the readiness is there, 
it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does 
not have. For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but 
that as a matter of fairness your abundance at the present time should 
supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may 
be fairness. As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and 
whoever gathered little had no lack.” 
 But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same earnest care I 
have for you. For he not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very earnest 
he is going to you of his own accord. With him we are sending the brother who is 
famous among all the churches for his preaching of the gospel. And not only 
that, but he has been appointed by the churches to travel with us as we carry out 
this act of grace that is being ministered by us, for the glory of the Lord himself 
and to show our good will. We take this course so that no one should blame us 
about this generous gift that is being administered by us, for we aim at what is 
honorable not only in the Lord's sight but also in the sight of man. And with them 
we are sending our brother whom we have often tested and found earnest in 
many matters, but who is now more earnest than ever because of his great 



confidence in you. As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker for your 
benefit. And as for our brothers, they are messengers of the churches, the glory 
of Christ. So give proof before the churches of your love and of our boasting 
about you to these men. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

The Ten Commandments 

P What is the fifth commandment? 
C You shall not murder. 
P What does this mean? 
C We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our 

neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every physical need. 

Catechetical Instruction 

 
Prayer  

P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C   Lord have mercy. 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 



P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 
P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord have mercy.  Christ have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Lord's Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
       hallowed be Thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, 
       Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
       give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
      For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.         

Amen. 
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

The Words of Our Lord  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Benedicamus and Benediction 
P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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