Zion Lutheran Church

March 20t 2024
Lent -- Week S



VINDICATION

In Psalm 41:7-8, David lamented, “All who hate me whisper
together about me; they imagine the worst for me. They say, ‘A
deadly thing is poured out on him; he will not rise again from
These words pointed forward to our Lord Jesus
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where he lies.
Christ, who rose again in defiance of His enemies. Do you have
enemies who whisper and scheme against you? Have you been
brought low—perhaps so low that you despair of ever rising
again? Jesus was vindicated in His resurrection, and you shall be
too. You can have certainty in your resurrection and vindication
because Jesus Christ is risen.



P) In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

[P} O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare Your praise.

(P) Make haste, O God, to deliver me;

make haste to help me, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.

Confession and Absolution

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
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(P) Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and or
dained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.



Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
0O God, who gives strength to the weak and light to those who are in
darkness, grant us to grow in grace and in the knowledge of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, that through Him we may know You more completely. Assure us that
all things are made to work for our good through our Savior, Jesus Christ, so
that we may with hopeful hearts await the glory of His kingdom of eternal
grace. With boldness and confidence, we ask this through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

First Reading -- Jeremiah 9:12-16

Who is the man so wise that he can understand this? To whom has the
mouth of the LORD spoken, that he may declare it? Why is the land ruined
and laid waste like a wilderness, so that no one passes through? And the
LORD says: “Because they have forsaken My law that | set before them, and
have not obeyed My voice or walked in accord with it, but have stubbornly
followed their own hearts and have gone after the Baals, as their fathers
taught them. Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel:
Behold, | will feed this people with bitter food, and give them poisonous
water to drink. | will scatter them among the nations whom neither they nor
their fathers have known, and | will send the sword after them, until | have
consumed them.”

(P) O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading -- 2 Timothy 3:1-9
But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of
difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant,
abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless,
unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good,
treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than



lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power.
Avoid such people. For among them are those who creep into households
and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various
passions, always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the
truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also
oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding the
faith. But they will not get very far, for their folly will be plain to all, as was
that of those two men.

(P) O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Third Reading -- Matthew 26:1-5

When Jesus had finished all these sayings, He said to His disciples, “You
know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will
be delivered up to be crucified.”

Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the
palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, and plotted together
in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill Him. But they said, “Not during
the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people.”

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory

(P) Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.

Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.
(P) In You, O Lord, do | put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.

Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.
(P) Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.

Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.



Hymn of the Day (7 pm only) -- Not All the Blood of Beasts  #431
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1 Not all the blood of beasts On Jew-ish al - tars slain
2 But Christ, the heav’'n-1ly Lamb, Takes all our sins a - way;
3 My faith would lay its hand On that dear head of Thine,
4 My soul looks back to see  The bur-den Thou didst bear
5 Be - liev - ing, we re - joice To see the curse re - move;
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Could give the guilt - y con-science peace Or wash a - way the stain.
A sac -1i - fice of no - bler name And rich - er blood than they.
While as a pen -i-tent I stand, And there con-fess my sin.
When hang-ing on the curs - ed tree; I  know my guilt was there.
We  bless the Lamb with cheer - ful voice And sing His bleed-ing love.

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Kyrie
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Litany

(P) O Lord,

have mercy.

(P) O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

hear us.

God the Father in heaven,
have mercy.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.

God the Holy Spirit,
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have mercy.

Be gracious to us.

Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious to us.

Help us, good Lord.

From all sin, from all error, from all evil; From the crafts and assaults of
the devil; from sudden and evil death; From pestilence and famine; from
war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion; From lightning and
tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death:
Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; By Your
baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by
Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; By Your
glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit,
the Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of
death; and in the day of judgment:

Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners implore You

to hear us, O Lord.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,

have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,

have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace.

O Christ,

hear us.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy. Amen.



Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
[P) In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remem-
brance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution

If you are visiting us today from a Christian denomination outside the
Lutheran Church -- Missouri Synod, we welcome you to come to the altar to receive a baptismal
blessing. Please signify by crossing your arms over your chest upon kneeling.



Collects

(P} O Lord, hear my prayer.

And let my cry come to You.
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works,
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our
hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(P} Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

®) The grace of our Lord *I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Amen.
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1 A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - tide.
21 need Thy pres - ence ev - ry pass - ing hour;
3 Come not in ter - rors, as the King of kings,
4 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s lit - tle day;
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The dark -ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide.
What but Thy grace can foil the tempt-er's pow’r?
But kind and good, with  heal -ing in Thy wings;
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glo - ries pass a - way;
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When oth - er help - ers fail and com-forts flee,
Who like Thy - self my guide and stay can be?
Tears for all  woes, a heart for ev - ’ry plea.
Change and de - cay in all a-round I see;
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Help of the  help-less, O a - bide with me.
Through cloud and sun-shine, O a - bide with me.

Come, Friend of  sin - ners, thus a - bide with me.

0] Thou who chang -est not, a - bide with me.

5 | fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
| triumph still if Thou abide with me!

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav'n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Text and tune: Public domain



Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 24t — 8:00 & 10:30 am

Maundy Thursday
Thursday, March 28t — 2:00 & 7:00 pm

Good Friday

March 29th— 2:00 & 7:00 pm
(Prelude Music begins at 1:30 & 6:30)

Sunday, March 31st— 8:00 & 10:30 am

Buffet breakfast btwn services -- see flyer on opposite page



